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Just Do It! 
 

One of my favorite sayings from that Lutheran turned Episcopalian storyteller and sage, 
Garrison Keillor is: “Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more that sitting 
in your garage makes you a car!” 
 

The American version of Christianity seems to have become a twisted mess where what 
defines being “a Christian” has less to do with what Jesus said and further, even less to 
do with what he did during his life. The label “Christian” was perverted into an ideology 
that has more in common with resentment and hate than it does with the God of Love. 
The label has more to do with finger pointing, blaming, ostracizing, shunning and 
dividing God’s people rather than forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 

As a minister of the Gospel and priest in the Church, I am shamed by this circumstance. 
I am embarrassed to use the label Christian and I even avoid businesses that open tout 
their faith as an adjective for whatever service or product they are trying to sell.  
 

How can the Church reclaim the ministry to which Jesus has called us? How can the Church become the fellowship of 
love, forgiveness and reconciliation it was meant to be rather than the arbiter of who is acceptable in God’s sight and who 
is not?  How can the Church cooperate with the workings of the Spirit in transforming this world from the hell it tends to 
be into the heaven to which we all aspire?  
 

For me, there is only one solution and it comes from an old Nike commercial – Just Do It! Only then will the term 
“Christian” be redeemed from an ideology back into a movement, a force, working with the Holy Spirit for the 
transformation not only ourselves, but our planet was well. Only when we care more about acting like Jesus will the words, 
“Jesus is Lord” regain the power they had to shake an empire in the 1st century AD. 
 

Much of the time, the Church is a mystery to me.  I am frequently disturbed by its humanity.  But it doesn’t surprise me 
when the Church falls prey to the prejudices of the human beings that inhabit it. We are, after all, merely the bits of fallen 
clay that too soon will return to the dust from which we came.  The Church’s journey, like that of Israel’s 40 year 
wandering through the desert to the Promised Land, is filled with tales of our worship of golden calves, our longing for the 
flesh pots of Egypt, our forgetfulness of the Holy One who rescued us from the chariots of the latest “Pharaoh” and who 
led us through the waters of chaos and confusion on firm dry land.  
 

And yet, I firmly believe that the Spirit of God is at work in the Church: forming, informing and reforming it through the 
centuries. Despite our human trappings and failings, the Church is where resistance to totalitarian regimes, oppression and 
slavery has been born, nurtured and triumphed.  And despite the many wars in which religion has been used as a cover for 
the struggle for power between kings, dictators and nations, the Church has been a strong voice for peace. The Church has 
been a locus of compassion for people facing the ravages of earthquake, fire and floods.  The Church has been a prophetic 
voice on the fragility of our environment and our need to leave our children and grandchildren a habitable world. 
 

This All Saints’ Day, may the memories of our forebearers of the faith, those saintly souls who cared for us in the early 
days of our faith, remind us of our common bonds as disciples and as human beings. May we learn to draw on each others’ 
strength and courage to continue bringing light where there is only darkness, hope to people who have lost it and unity in 
spite of the differences that might divide us. And finally, bound together in the Spirit, may we be a blessing to the world 
and a joy to each other.  
 

Thanks be to God. 
Jeff+ 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
 Vestry Minutes 

October 15, 2019 
  

Present at the meeting were Rector Jeff Douglas, Treasurer Ernie Carter, Senior Warden Buddy Jones, Charles 
Sawyer, Martie Tayloe, Becky Johnson, John Davis, Bill Blanchard, Linda Blackburn, and Clerk of the Vestry 
Carolyn Peele.   

Opening Prayer and Minutes   The Rector opened the meeting with prayer. The minutes of the August meeting 
were approved. 

Administration and Finance   The Treasurer went over the financial statement for the past month.  The current 
checking balance is $21,602.21.  This amount is a little larger than usual because it includes the transfer of funds 
from the investment account to pay for the new air conditioning project in the Parish Hall.  The Raymond James 
Investment balance as of 10/15/19 is $339,882.21.  The Treasurer noted that the deficit is due to the fact that 
pledges are down again this month, partly due to the loss of significant givers.  He commented on the Audit 
Report Response.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted. 

The Stewardship Committee (SW Jones, Tayloe, and Blackburn) has not met yet, but will do so in the near 
future. Dr. Sawyer and Mrs. Johnson shared articles on Stewardship from St. James, Wilmington, and Christ 
Church, Raleigh. There was a discussion of the need for a Stewardship -promoting event involving the entire 
Parish that should be scheduled between November 3 and November 21.    Mrs. Johnson graciously offered to 
host this event at her home.  The Rector asked the Stewardship Committee to submit the details in time to go out 
in the November newsletter. 

Outreach   Soup Kitchen is scheduled for October 17 and October 31.  The Rector reported that he and David 
Simons will pick up the lobsters in Suffolk the night before the October 25 Lobster Feast. He urged the group to 
encourage all to report ticket sales to him by October 21, since he will be away at a Clergy Conference October 
21-23. 

Worship    The Rector announced that we are getting larger- print inserts for the Sunday Worship Service 
bulletin.  It was noted that the worship participants are now using the microphones.  New equipment is needed to 
update and enhance the current sound system.  

Education   The first in the series of lessons at Adult Sunday School on Modern Saints concluded on October 
13.  On October 20 through mid-November the study will focus on Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-45), German 
pastor, theologian, teacher, dissident, spy, and martyr. 

Pastoral Care   There was an update on the health status of parishioners Bea Vaughan and Betty Suiter.  There 
was no recent report on the Shotwells, who are now living in the Raleigh area.  The Rector visited the Newberns 
and plans to visit Ann Tucker in Tarboro in the near future.   

Buildings and Grounds    White and Woodley plan to install the new air conditioning system in the Parish 
House before the Lobster Feast.  The estimated cost of repair and replacement is $10,500.  The Rector 
announced that the tables in the Parish Hall need to be set up by the Wednesday before the Lobster Feast.  
Hopefully the Boy Scouts can be recruited to help. 

Other   Mrs. Tayloe asked that the overhead lights in the chancel area of the Sanctuary be replaced with LED 
bulbs, which will produce much less heat and will not have to be replaced as often. Dr. Sawyer reported that 
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when he came to the Church the preceding Monday morning he found the back door to the Sacristy unlocked and 
lights on in several areas. 

The nominating committee, composed of out-going Vestry members Jones, Tayloe, and Sawyer, was appointed 
to select new Vestry members. There are four vacancies to be filled (due to resignation of member David 
Shields.) Ideally the slate should be presented 30 days before the Annual Meeting in January.  

The Russian singers (LYRA Concert) will be here May13-14, 2020.  It is yet to be determined which night they 
will perform, Wednesday or Thursday. 

Calendar 

 Sat. Oct. 19 – Ahoskie Fall Fling and Art Show 
 Monday October 21 – Wednesday October 23 - Clergy Conference 
 Fri. Oct. 25 – Lobster Feast 
 Sun. Nov. 3 – All Saints Sunday 
 Thurs. Nov. 21 – ECW Luncheon and Bazaar 
 Sunday December 22, 5 PM – Lessons and Carols 
 Tuesday, December 24, 5 PM – Christmas Eve Service 
  
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  

   

Respectfully submitted,  

Carolyn Peele, Clerk of the Vestry 

 
       

     

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Nov. 3: Large can of green beans 
 
Nov. 10:  Large can of sweet  
               potatoes 
 
Nov. 17:  Large jar of peanut  butter, 
                l lb. package of crackers 
 
Nov. 24:  Bag of apples or oranges 

Please bring your donations 
to the room adjacent 
to the Rector's office. 
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NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2    Shields Overton 
  5    Kathryn Brooks 
  6 Virginia Suiter Pierce 
  7 Glenna Sullins 
  9 Benjie Brown 
12 Becky Hoggard 
16    Anderson Braswell 
16    Charles Brooks  
20 Lindsay Griffin-Vaughan 
24 Margaret Newbern  
27 Clyde Hughes 
27 Overton Suiter 
 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Shields, Kathryn, Virginia, Glenna, Benjie, Becky, 
Anderson, Charles, Lindsay, Margaret, Clyde, Overton, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 
and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

   5 Benjie and Amy Brown 
“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  
Send therefore your blessing upon, Benjie and Amy, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, 
in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for November 2019 
 

Acolytes 

  3  Jerrie Taylor and Cecelia Jones 
10  Bill Blanchard 
17  Hugh Davis and Alexis Urquhart-Harrell 
24  Gretchen Simons and Mac Griffin 

Altar Flowers 

  3  Mr. and Mrs. Bubba Peele 
10  Dr. and Mrs. John Davis 
17  Mr. Carl Taylor 
24  Mr. Hugh Davis 

Altar Guild 
Sarah Davis and Dawn Ferguson 
Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays)  

  6 
 

George Owens 
13  Jim Shotwell 
20  Peggy Vann 
27 

 
Bubba Peele 

Lay Readers 

  3 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Hugh Davis 
  6 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Hugh Davis 
10 8:00 AM  Morning Prayer OPEN 

 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Buck Suiter 
13 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Buck Suiter 
17 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Martie Tayloe 
20 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Martie Tayloe 
24 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Claudia Griffin 
27 6:00 PM  NO EVENING PRAYER 

Ushers 

Buddy Jones and Volunteer Needed 
Yard Work 

  3  Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 
10  Bubba Peele and Clyde & Ann Hughes 
17  Bubba Peele and Clyde & Ann Hughes 
24  Julian Taylor and Jamie Johnson 

Hospitality Committee  
ECW Luncheon 

Martie and Jack Tayloe 
Barbara and Rob Outland 
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St. Thomas  Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A Place to Belong … A Place to Believe 


